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ABSTRACT
During the Early Modern period, the Iberian frontiers in America were undefined and disputed.

Diplomatic meetings between Spain and Portugal that sought compliance of the Treaty of
Tordesillas in Latin America multiplied all throughout the colonial period. The panel Re-thinking
Iberian Boundaries in the Rio de la Plata — Agencies, Circulations, and Interactions in the Tupi-
Guarani area (16th-19th centuries), proposes to study the conflicts and negotiations concerning
the definition of the American frontiers between Spain and Portugal in the Rio de la Plata region.
This is a key region for understanding transatlantic contacts between the two Crowns in the
Americas and, to date, this has not been sufficiently studied. As such, boundary realities will be
studied beyond the juridical aspect in order to examine the facts and practices on the ground.
Consideration of Indigenous peoples’ migrations, Europeans’ movements, and goods exchanges
will be central to the analysis of the configuration of the Platine frontiers. Also, the panel will
particularly welcome contributions on linguistics frontiers in the Tupi-Guarani area from the
earliest colonial period to the independences. Based on an analysis of Tupi, Guarani, French,
Portuguese and Spanish documents, this panel aims at contributing to a better understanding

of subaltern strategies in the Southern frontiers of the Atlantic.

Guillaume Candela is currently an Instructor at Aberystwyth University and has been between
2019-2020 a CLIR Postdoctoral Fellow for Data Curation at the John Carter Brown Library at
Brown University where he has developed the digital project Caribbean and Latin American
Indigenous Languages at the JCB. He defended his Ph.D. at the Sorbonne-Nouvelle Paris IlI
University. His dissertation focuses on the “spiritual conquest” of Paraguay examining the
interactions between religious and natives. His professional experience includes also a
counseling post as Counsellor of the Minister of Culture in Paraguay and a teaching post as
Assistant Professor of Spanish at Francois-Rabelais University (Tours, France). In 2018, he
published a book in Paraguay Entre la plumay la cruz. El clérigo Martin Gonzalez y la desconocida
historia de su defensa de los indios del Paraguay. Documentos inéditos (1543-1575).



