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ABSTRACT  
Borders, whether geographical, political, military, cultural or intellectual, were constantly 

created and recreated by the different communities they served throughout time. In doing so, 

borders helped construct identities and alterities, and, therefore, points of contact, divergence 

or even conflict, some of which with long-lasting effects. Understanding the nature and role of 

diverse types of borders in the communities of Antiquity - both the meanings they stood for and 

the practices they originated – is crucial to understand the concept itself, its diversity, evolution 

and variance in time and space. Given so, this panel, invites studies on borders set in this vast 

chronology: studies on the idea, constitution, contestation, representation, experience or 

implications of borders in a chronology “foreign” to the modern concept, but a chronology that 

could, nevertheless, contribute to the current critique of the subject, by bringing new 

perspectives and case studies to the discussion.  
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